
Dates to Remember: 

 January  13th RC Officer’s Meeting 4pm 

 January 20th RC Community Meeting 4pm 

 January 30th Public Meeting 2pm. 

 February 6th Mobile Tax Prep 1-4pm 

 February 10th RC Officer’s Meeting 4pm 

 February 17th RC Community Meeting 4pm 

 March 6th Mobile Tax Prep 1-4pm 

 March 10th RC Officer’s Meeting 4pm 

 March 17th RC Community Meeting 4pm 

 

Bloomington Housing  Author i ty  

THE BANNER JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH  

Here are a few examples of the price 

gouging that happens when you make  

a purchase through a Rent to Own 

store. See for yourself how much  

money you could  be losing. Make the 

most of the money you earn! 

40″ LCD TV 

Buy it Now Price: $1,199.99 

Rent-to-Own Price: $1,919.76 

Interest Rate: 60% 

Lowest Price Found for Same Product 

(new): $499.00 

23 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator 

Buy it Now Price: $1,499.99 

Rent-to-Own Price: $2,399.76 

Interest Rate: 60% 

Lowest Price Found for Same Product 

(new): $699.00 

XBox 360 Halo Bundle 

Buy it Now Price: $629.99 

Rent-to-Own Price: $839.88 

Interest Rate: 33% 

Lowest Price Found for Same Product 

(new): $399.00 

 
 

        

FAST! CERTIFIED! FREE! 

The Free Community Tax Service provides FREE tax preparation and electronic filing of federal and   

Indiana tax returns for households with an income of $53,000 or less.  

One reason to file taxes is the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). The EITC can result in a significant    

income boost! The EITC is a refundable federal income tax credit for low- and moderate-income    

working individuals and families. A tax credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction of taxes owed. Since it is a            

refundable credit, when the EITC exceeds the amount of taxes owed, it results in a tax refund to those 

who claim and qualify for the credit. To qualify, taxpayers must meet certain requirements and file a 

tax return, even if they did not earn enough money to be required to file a tax return. 

The EITC has no effect on certain welfare benefits. In most cases, EITC payments will not be used to 

determine eligibility for Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), food stamps, low-income          

housing, or most Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) payments.  

The BHA and the United way have partnered again this year to bring this free tax service to Crestmont. 

Last year, spots filled up quickly, so this year we are offering 2 dates to choose from: February 6 from 

1pm-4pm, and March 6th 1pm-4pm. Both dates will be on site at Crestmont. For information on what 

to bring with you, or additional  dates and locations in Bloomington, visit 

www.MonroeUnitedWay.org/FreeTaxes or call 2-1-1. 



As some of you may know I have recently accepted a position with 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Indianapolis and will be relocating. I have 
truly enjoyed the last 6 years with the Club here in Bloomington and 
while I am excited for what is to come this is a very bittersweet time 
for me.   

As my time here at the Crestmont Club comes to an end, and the 
Holidays approach the members and staff of the Club would like to 
THANK YOU  for your help this year! We have accomplished some 
amazing things. This semester members participated in a variety of 
programs including Cooking Club, Lego League and Triple Play.  Mem-
bers have also spent a record number of hours engaged in education-
al activities and homework help.  We are truly fulfilling our mission to 
enable all young people to reach their full potential as caring, pro-
ductive and responsible citizens because of your help!    
 
I would also like to personally THANK YOU for your help during my 
tenure here at the Crestmont Club.  It has been an absolute pleasure 
working with you!  As I move on Jack Laskey will be taking over as 
Interim Unit Director.  Please feel free to contact him if you have and 
questions or concerns. 

Best wishes,  

Traneisha English 

 

Westside Rollers Individual Awards 

Lauryn Clark “Accomplished Artist”  Tiffany Sowder “Super Songwriter” 

Nicholis Bevineau “Clutch Competitor” Jacob Sowder “Expert Engineer” 

Xzavia Johnson “Professional Programmer” Ashtin Clark “Core Values Queen” 

Damariel Bevineau “Dynamite Designer”        

Nehemiah Dangerfield “Master Module Maker” 

8 Boys and Girls Club kids recently participated in LEGO 

LEAGUE as an extra curricular activity. This group of kids 

worked very hard on their project for competition. They 

walked away with 2 trophies for their team: 

“2nd Place Research” and "Lowest Standard Deviation 

(Most Consistent Scoring) Robot Performance." 

  



SCCAP Head Start and Early Head Start is a federally funded child de-

velopment program. Our mission is to promote school readiness by 

enhancing the social and cognitive development of children through 

the provision of educational, health, nutritional, social and other ser-

vices to enrolled children and families. We offer center-based services 

for children ages 6 weeks to 5 years. We also offer home-based ser-

vices for pregnant woman up through age 3 years.  

 

To be eligible for the program you must: 

Live in Monroe County 

Have a family income that falls within poverty guidelines (some exceptions are made) 

Have a child 3-5 years old for Head Start (turns 3 by August 1st) 

Have a child 6 weeks-3 years old for center based Early Head Start 

Be currently pregnant or have a child under the age of 3 years old for home based Early 

Head Start 

To apply or for more information please call (812) 334-8350, ext. 209 or visit the website at: 

www.insccap.org 

        

Beginning February 1st residents are invited to play chess or to learn 

how to play chess every Sunday from 3pm-5pm. This is a great oppor-

tunity to socialize as well as play or even learn a new game. This pro-

gram is brought to you by the Bloomington  Parks and Recreations 

Department.  This event will be held in the Crestmont Community 

Building. 

http://www.insccap.org


The Bloomington Housing Authority’s ROSS program needs your help in choosing 

a new name. The ROSS program is a great asset to the public housing community 

and we believe it deserve to have a great name too. You can vote by: 

  Leaving a voicemail for Heidi at  (812) 339-3491 ext. 115 

  Emailing hflynn@blha.net 

 Stopping by the office to hand in a written vote.  

Please take the time to vote for one of the following options: 

1. Step Up 

2. Edge 

3. Advantage 

Get paid for your creativity,  create a slogan for your vote. If the BHA uses your 

slogan you will win a $20 gift card to an area business. All votes and slogan admis-

sions are due to the BHA Office by January 16th at 1pm. Any Public Housing resi-

dent is eligible to apply.  

WINTER EMERGENCY TRAVEL CHECKLIST 

Before you head out in a winter storm be sure to     

pack items you may need if you get stranded. 

The following checklist is suggested to keep in your 

vehicle during the winter months:   

First aid kit     
Daily medications 
Battery or woundable flashlight and radio & 

extra batteries 
Warm, dry clothing, socks, mittens, hats 
Blanket or sleeping bags 
Non-perishable food 
Water and purification tablets 
A few dollars and spare change  

 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 

The Bloomington Housing Authority (BHA) has prepared a draft of the 2015 Capital Fund   Program 
Annual Statement and 5-Year Plans.  

A public meeting will be held to review these plans on January 30, 2015 at 2:00 pm.  

The meeting will be held at the BHA, 1007 N. Summit St. Bloomington, IN 47404.  

The Capital Fund plans will be available for review as of January 15, 2015 at the BHA. 

If you are unable to attend this meeting you may submit written comments to the attention of Jennifer Osterholt, Executive Di-
rector, at the BHA until March 2, 2015.  

If you have questions you may contact Rhonda Moore, Modernization Coordinator at (812) 339-3491 ext. 135 or 
rmoore@blha.net. Residents that would like to join the Resident Advisory Board (RAB) may attend the meeting on January 30, 
2015 at 2:00 at the BHA. This meeting is to discuss the 2015 Public Housing Authority (PHA) Plan, in addition to the public Capital 
Fund Program meeting. The PHA Plan is to be submitted to HUD on or around July 15,  2015. This plan includes changes to Policies 
and procedures pertaining to the wait list, public housing, the section 8 Program and other pertinent Housing Authority issues.  

You have the right to express your concerns and submit comments on the Capital Fund Program and the PHA Plan. Join the RAB 
and plan to attend this meeting.  

Rain nor sleet nor snow nor roving bands of scary monsters will keep us from the streets during Bloomington's fourth annual Terrible Horrible 

No Good Very Bad Bike Ride on February 7. Gather in front of City Hall at 9:45am, depart at 10am.  

 

We will have two routes.  

1) The Terrible Route: 3 miles. Not really very terrible at all.  

 

2) The Terrible Horrible No Good Very Bad Route: 7-miles. For the more fearless among us. 

 

Both routes will traverse urban cycling routes around Bloomington to prove that it's possible to bike in all kinds of weather. Intended for both 

the fearful and the fearless. 

If you can ride on this day, you can ride any day. 

Contact sustain@bloomington.in.gov or call 349.3837 for more information, or visit our webpage: tinyurl.com/terriblebikeride. 

mailto:rmoore@blha.net


COLD Stress 

~Exposure to cold can cause frostbite or hypothermia and 

 become life-threatening. 

•Prevention is KEY! Cover all exposed skin. 

~Infants and elderly people are most susceptible. 

 

~What constitutes extreme cold varies in different parts of the country. 

     In the South, near freezing temperatures are considered extreme cold!!! 

 

~Freezing temperatures can cause severe damage to crops and other vegetation. 

 

~Pipes may freeze and burst in homes that are poorly insulated or without heat. 

Winter Weather Terminology 

•Winter Storm Warning: Issued when a combination of significant accumulations of snow, freezing rain, or sleet is 

expected. Winter Storm Warnings are usually issued within 24 hours before the event is expected.  

•Winter Storm Watch: Alerts the public to the potential for winter storm conditions within the next 12 to 36 hours.  

•Winter Weather Advisory: Issued when accumulations of snow, freezing rain/drizzle, or sleet are expected to cause 

hazardous driving conditions.  

•Wind Chill Advisory: Issued when the wind chill temperatures are expected to range from zero to ten below zero.  

•Wind Chill Warning: Issued when wind chill temperatures are expected to be colder than ten below zero.  

•Snow Flurries: Snow falling for short durations with very little or no accumulation.  

•Snow Showers: Snow falling at varying intensities for a brief time. Some accumulation is possible.  

•Freezing Rain: Rain that falls onto a surface with a temperature below freezing. This causes it to freeze to surfaces, 

such as trees, cars, and roads, forming a coating or glaze of ice.  

  

WINTER WEATHER PREPARATION 

 In preparation for the winter season, the BHA would like to remind our tenants of a few things: 

 During inclement weather, please park on the North side of the parking lots. Then maintenance can clear the snow and ice 

from the South side of the parking lots. Residents are then encouraged to move their vehicles to the, now clear, South side 

of the lots. This will make the clearing of the lots more practical than trying to maneuver around tenants’ vehicles. 

 Keep all doors and windows shut while the furnace is running. This will keep your unit warmer and the furnace will not 

have to work as hard. It will also save you from having a $20.00 charge added to your account. 

 The BHA will clear all major sidewalks of snow and ice in a timely manner. All walks from the main to the front door are 

the responsibility of the tenant. The only exception to that is if the tenant is on the elderly/disabled list. The maintenance 

staff has a constantly-updated list of elderly and disabled tenants, so they know who should be cleared up to the door. If 

you are on this list, but maintenance has missed your walk, please call the number below and we will get it ASAP. Our 

schedule for snow clearing is outlined below: 

 Clear the Monroe street parking lot and the sidewalk leading to Summitt. 

Clear the main sidewalks and entrances to the BHA office. 

Clear street entrance to family units at Walnut Woods. 

Clear all ADA ramps and building entrances. 

Clear handicap parking. 

Clear parking lots. 

We thank you in advance for your cooperation and ask that you are patient with us. Clearing 

snow is a   difficult and slow-going task. If we haven’t cleared the main walk, secondary walk, or 

parking lot yet- we will. 

Mike Bolton 

Maintenance Coordinator 



Easy ways to go green 

 

 Many health and environmentally conscious individuals buy organic foods, but another option is to buy local. Local farm-

ers may use pesticides, but probably not the massive amounts that large companies do. And when you buy at farmers 

markets, you can always ask the farmers about their practices. Buying local also means you can get fresher produce while 

supporting local businesses. 

 Get digital subscriptions to magazines. Request e-bills. Purchase e-tickets. Read e-books and e-file your taxes. Reducing 

the paper in your life is a big step in living green. 

 Walk — or at least plan the most efficient driving route — for your weekend errands. Try carpooling or taking public 

transportation to work, even if it is just once or twice a week to start. 

 Vow to make one day per week a meat-free day in your diet. You may enjoy it enough to try it more often. 

 Reuse items instead of buying ones made from recycled materials. For example, don’t buy disposable cups made of recy-

cled materials; use a water bottle or coffee mug. 

 Remember to take your reusable bags into the grocery store (or any other store) when you are shopping instead of letting 

them pile up in your trunk. 

 Research and invest in green beauty products that will give you the results you desire. You can reduce your exposure to 

chemicals and support environmentally sound practices while still being glamorous. 

 Don’t just fill your home with CFL and LED bulbs. Remember to turn off the lights when they are not in use. Employ other 

strategies to keep energy costs low such as opening the blinds or drapes in the winter to let the sun heat your home and 

wearing layers of clothing indoors so you can turn down the heat. 

 If you’ve never shopped thrift or consignment stores, give it a try. Make thrifting a fun adventure by joining special 

events. 

 Before you buy anything, ask yourself if you really need it. Wasting money means more waste overall when you accumu-

late items you don’t need or use. 

 

Tornado Safety Tips 

Tornadoes are one of nature's most powerful and destructive forces. Here's some advice on how to prepare for a tornado and 

what to do if you're caught in a twister's path. 

 Prepare for tornadoes by gathering emergency supplies including food, water, medications, batteries, flashlights, important 

documents, road maps, and a full tank of gasoline. 

• When a tornado approaches, anyone in its path should take shelter indoors—preferably 

in a basement or an interior first-floor room or hallway. 

• Avoid windows and seek additional protection by getting underneath large, solid pieces 

of furniture. 

• Avoid automobiles and mobile homes, which provide almost no protection from torna-

does. 

• Those caught outside should lie flat in a depression or on other low ground and wait for 

the storm to pass. 



Bread Baking- with Guest Chef Alex Cham-

bers 

Tuesday, January 13, 1-4 pm 

Location: MHC 

Free 

Learn the basics of baking your own bread 

from scratch. Home-baked bread is the 

most delicious, healthy, and by far the 

least expensive bread you can eat.  In this 

class you'll learn just how easy and fun it 

is as well! Contact Kayte to register: kay-

te@mhcfoodpantry.org                                     

812-355-6843 

Beans and Whole Grains-with Guest Chef Su-

san Dahlberg 

Wednesday, February 18, 1-3pm 

Location: MHC 

Free 

Join us for tasty, simple ideas for transforming 

these affordable staples into nutritious meals 

the whole family will enjoy. Together, beans 

and grains become a perfect protein, making 

this duo an obvious choice for meat replace-

ment when the freezer is empty. We’ll sample 

some satisfying recipes and cover the basics on 

how to work these nutritional powerhouses 

into your day-to-day cooking. Contact Kayte to 

register: kayte@mhcfoodpantry.org                     

812-355-6843 

Make Ahead Meals 

Thursday, March 12,  1-3pm 

Location: MHC 

Free 

Does cooking stress you out? Do you find it 

difficult to plan and prepare nightly meals? 

Let’s get together and cook a few simple 

meals. Then we’ll pack them into freezer-ready 

portions to take home for those nights when 

you need a quick fix for dinner. Think of it as 

homemade fast food! We’ll share recipes and 

tips for planning ahead to make home cooking 

delicious, easy and nourishing. Class size is 

limited, so register early. Contact Kayte to 

register: kayte@mhcfoodpantry.org              

812-355-6843 

Garden Planning with the 

Hub 

Tuesday, February 10th 

1pm-2:30pm 

Mother Hubbard’s Cup-

board 1100 W. Allen St. 

Discuss basic organic gar-

dening techniques and 

how to use strategies 

such as crop rotation, soil 

building, companion 

planting, and garden 

mapping to prepare for 

success with a productive 

garden season. 



 

 

IDENTIFY THE SMELL!!!!!  

If you ever smell gas, call the Bloomington Housing Authority promptly! 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

 

BHA 24 HOUR NATURAL GAS EMERGENCY HOTLINE (812) 272-5511 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT       911 

 

Natural gas is odorless in its natural state. VECTREN GAS COMPANY adds this disagreeable 

smell to let you know if any gas is escaping. Gas leakage may occur from faulty appliances, 

loose connections, service lines inside or outside your home, or from gas mains. Leaks can 

be dangerous and should be dealt with promptly by experts. 

IF YOU SMELL GAS – even if you do not use it in your home, take these precautions prompt-

ly: 

Call Bloomington Housing Authority Gas Hotline if you live in the Crestmont or Reverend 

Butler public housing complexes.  

 

If you live at Walnut Woods or do not live in public housing call your local Gas Company. 

Vectren Gas Company phone number is 800-777-2060. 

 

If odor is very strong and you are indoors, go outside to where you no longer smell gas.  

 

Do not turn any electrical switches on or off. 

 

Do not light matches, smoke or create any other source of combustion.  

 

If you are disabled and unable to get out of the building call 911 immediately.  

 

However slim the chances of danger, it doesn’t pay to take needless risks. At the first sniff of 

gas, play it safe. Call us!!! 

 


