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I never planned to have a career 

in public housing it just sort of 

happened.  I started working in the 

public housing industry in 1976.  First 

I was the Director of a brand new 

program called the Section 8 Rent 

Assistance Certificate Program at the 

Muncie Indiana Housing Authority.  I 

moved on after 10 years to the 

Executive Director of the Marion 

Indiana Housing Authority and 

remained there until 2004 when I 

came to Bloomington Indiana as the 

Executive Director. 

Throughout my career I have had  

many opportunities to grow and 

develop my skill set with the support 

and mentoring of many great Board 

Members.  It is a privilege to finish my 

career here at the Bloomington 

Housing Authority.  Through the hard 

work of both Board and staff much 

has been accomplished in the past 12 

years. 

I never thought it would be so 

much fun to be able to say I’m on 

Medicare but so scary to go from a 

full time career to no job at all.  I think 

it will feel like a loss but so very 

exciting to be able to figure out who 

am I going to be now.   

So I look happily forward to 

traveling, spending time with the 

grandchildren, gardening, reading 

and napping when I want to.   

But I will miss the challenge and 

the many people who have touched 

my life in so many good ways.   

Just let me say thanks for the 

great memories and meaningful 

career. 

 

Jennifer Osterholt 

Executive Director 

Bloomington Housing Authority 

Some Final Thoughts as I Retire 
Jenni fer  Osterhol t ,  Executive  Director  

Thank You: 



’
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 If you are seeking a job you should have your application on file at BHA!  

Did you know agencies that receive Federal HUD fund-

ing are required by the Section 3 Act to hire low income 

workers? Complete an employment application at the 

BHA Administration building located at 1007 N. Summit 

St. When we have open positions, or any of our con-

tractors are seeking workers, we will consider your 

application first! Don’t miss out on this opportunity! 

BHA may be able to contract your company.  

First, register your company at  https://portalapps.hud.gov/Sec3BusReg/BRegistry/

BRegistryHome 

Then contact Rhonda Moore at rmoore@blha.net  

Thank you, Area 10! 

Thank you Area 10 

for generously com-

ing to our communi-

ty and offering your services. As of February 10th, 

Area 10 will no longer come to the Crestmont Com-

munity Building. However, they will still do home 

deliveries.  Contact Area 10 at (812) 876-3383. 

Wonderlab now has a program where families on SNAP, 

TANF, and Hoosier Healthwise Insurance can get an Access 

Pass that allows families admission for just $2 a person! 

Check out http://wonderlab.org/plan-your-visit/access-

pass-program/ for more information. 

Please do not ride scooters on sidewalks.  

The BHA wants to 

recognize our shining 

stars! At the end of 

the 2017 School year 

we will host an end of 

school awards night. 

Students who have 

excelled in academics 

and attendance will 

be honored with an 

award for their hard work! More information to come!  

https://portalapps.hud.gov/Sec3BusReg/BRegistry/BRegistryHome
https://portalapps.hud.gov/Sec3BusReg/BRegistry/BRegistryHome
mailto:rmoore@blha.net


Sweet Potato Burrito Smothered in Avocado Salsa Verde  
 

Recipe yields 4 to 6 burritos, depending on how full you stuff them. 

Cuisine: Mexican 

Serves: 4 

Ingredients 

Burritos 

 2 medium sweet potatoes 

 1½ to 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 

 ½ teaspoon cumin 

 ½ teaspoon smoked hot paprika (or chipotle powder) 

 ¼ teaspoon cayenne 

 Sea salt and black pepper, to taste 

 4 to 6 whole wheat tortillas 

 2 roasted red peppers (I used jarred) 

 2 cups cooked black beans or 1 can black beans, rinsed and drained 

 1+ cup shredded Jack cheese (optional) 

Avocado Salsa Verde 

 2 ripe avocados from Mexico 

 1 cup mild salsa verde, jarred 

 2 garlic cloves, roughly chopped 

 1 to 2 teaspoons fresh jalapeño, deseeded and roughly chopped, 

optional 

 1 lime, juiced 

 ¼ cup packed cilantro leaves 

 Up to 2 tablespoons water, to thin as necessary 

 Sea salt, to taste 

Toppings 

 1½ cups chopped romaine lettuce 

 1 small red onion, finely chopped 

 Finely chopped jalapeño, optional 

 Sour cream, optional 

 

Instructions 

Preheat the oven to 450 degrees Fahrenheit. Scrub and peel the sweet potatoes. Chop them into large, bite-sized chunks, about 1 

to 1½-inches wide/long and ½-inch deep. Toss the sweet potatoes with the olive oil, cumin, smoked hot paprika, cayenne pepper 

and salt and pepper. Make sure they are lightly coated in oil on all sides. Pour the sweet potatoes onto a large baking sheet lined 

with parchment paper. Arrange the sweet potatoes evenly in a single layer. Do not overcrowd. Bake for about 45 minutes, flipping 

the sweet potato chunks halfway, until they are golden and caramelized around the edges. 

Make the avocado sauce: in a food processor or a good blender, combine the avocado flesh, salsa verde, garlic, jalapeño (skip this if 

your salsa is spicy) and lime juice. Blend. Add the cilantro and blend again. Add water to thin out the sauce if desired; the sauce 

should glop easily off a spoon. Taste and blend in some sea salt or add another squeeze of lime if necessary. This sauce should taste 

like a real kick in the mouth; you'll know you're done when you can't stop going in for another spoonful of the stuff.  

Make sure the oven is still on at 450 degrees Fahrenheit.* Place your tortillas on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper. In the 

middle of each tortilla, put down a couple strips of roasted red pepper, then pour ⅓ cup black beans down the center and top it all 

with ⅓ cup roasted sweet potato chunks. Sprinkle ¼ cup or more of jack cheese on top. Pull one edge of the tortilla over to the 

center of the burrito, then pull the opposite edge over to overlap a bit. Gently roll the burrito over. Repeat with remaining burritos. 

Bake your burritos for about 5 minutes on the middle rack, until the cheese is melted and the tortillas are lightly crisp.  

Carefully transfer each burrito to a plate. Smother it in avocado sauce, sprinkle with ample romaine lettuce, some chopped red 

onion, jalapeño if you'd like and a dollop of sour cream. Go at it with a fork. 

Avocado Salsa Verde 

 2 ripe avocados from Mexico 

 1 cup mild salsa verde, jarred 

 2 garlic cloves, roughly chopped 

 1 to 2 teaspoons fresh jalapeño, deseeded 

and roughly chopped, optional 

 1 lime, juiced 

 ¼ cup packed cilantro leaves 

 Up to 2 tablespoons water, to thin as neces-

sary 

 Sea salt, to taste 

Toppings 

 1½ cups chopped romaine lettuce 

 1 small red onion, finely chopped 

 Finely chopped jalapeño, optional 

 Sour cream, optional 

Prep time 

15 min. 

Cook Time 

45 min. 

Total time 

1 hour 



| SLIPS. TRIPS, AND FALLS |  

BEFORE A POWER OUTAGE: 

Check flashlights and battery-powered portable radios to 

ensure that they are working, and you have extra batteries. A 

radio is an important source for obtaining weather and 

emergency information during a storm. 
Have sufficient heating fuel, as regular sources may be 

cut off. Have emergency heating source and fuel—such as a 

gas fireplace, wood burning stove or fireplace—so you can 

keep at least one room livable. Be sure the room is well 

ventilated. 
Make sure your home is properly insulated. Caulk and 

weather-strip doors and windows to keep cold air out. 
Install storm windows or cover windows with plastic 

from the inside to provide insulation. 
Know how to shut off water valves. 
Never try to thaw a pipe with a torch or 

other open flame. You may be able to thaw 

a frozen pipe with the warm air from a hair 

dryer. Start by warming the pipe as close to 
the faucet as possible, working toward the 

coldest section of pipe. 
Fill your bathtub and spare containers 

with water if your water supply could be 

affected, such as a well-water pump system. 

Water in the bathtub should be used for 

sanitation purposes only, not as drinking 

water. Pouring a pail of water from the tub 

directly into the bowl can flush a toilet. 

 

DURING A POWER OUTAGE:  
Dress for the season, wearing several layers of loose 

fitting, light-weight, warm clothing, rather than one layer of 

heavy clothing. The outer garments should be tightly woven 

and water repellent. Mittens are better than gloves. 
Wear a hat. Most body heat is lost through the top of the 

head. 
Cover your mouth with a scarf to protect your lungs. 
Watch for signs of frostbite: loss of feeling and white or 

pale appearance in the extremities such as fingers, toes, ear 

lobes or the tip of the nose. If symptoms are detected, seek 

medical help immediately. 
Watch for signs of hypothermia: uncontrollable 

shivering, memory loss, disorientation, incoherence, slurred 

speech, drowsiness and apparent exhaustion. If symptoms are 

detected, get the victim to a warm location, remove any wet 

clothing, warm the center of the body first and give warm, 

non-alcoholic beverages, if the victim is conscious. Get 

medical help as soon as possible. 
Protect against possible voltage irregularities that can 

occur when power is restored, unplug all sensitive electronic 

equipment, including TVs, stereos, and computer. 
Use gasoline-powered generators with caution. Never 

run a generator inside a house. Place it outside with exhaust 

facing away from the home. 

 

AFTER A POWER OUTAGE:  
Be extra cautious if you go outside to inspect for damage 

after a storm. Downed or hanging electrical wires can be 

hidden by snowdrifts, trees or debris, and could be live. 

Never attempt to touch or move downed lines. Keep children 

and pets away from them. Always stay 25 

feet away from downed power lines. 
Check on neighbors, especially senior 

citizens and individuals with functional 

needs. 
Do not touch anything power lines are 

touching, such as tree branches or fences. 

Always assume a downed line is a live 

line. Call your utility company to report 

any outage-related problem. 
Never call 9-1-1 to ask about a power 

outage. 

 

Snow, ice, and everything nice! 
Follow these 10 tips to make sure you’re staying safe when 

walking around in snowy and icy conditions: 

Walk slowly and carefully. Wear boots or other slip-

resistant footwear. 

Use special care when getting in and out of vehicles.  

Watch for slippery floors when you enter any building or 

home. 

Try to avoid carrying items, or walking with your hands in 

your pockets; Instead, carry a backpack if you have one. 

Watch out for black ice. 

Tap your foot on potentially slick areas to see if the areas 

are slippery. 

Walk as flat-footed as possible in very icy areas. 

Avoid uneven surfaces if possible. Avoid steps or curbs 

with ice on them. 

Report any untreated services to Maintenance and 

Facilities. Help us keep you safe! 

Remember: Ice and snow mean take it slow! 



Events 

Want your kids to attend a summer camp or participate in a summer 

activity that is more than your family can afford? The Bloomington Housing 

Authority may be able to cover the cost of the camp or activity for your 

children. Limit one scholarship per Public Housing youth. Scholarships are 

dependent on funding availability at time of application, so register early! 

Applications are available at the Bloomington Housing Authority.  

Scholarship funding is limited, so it’s important that your children are 

full participants in the selected activity, attend every day, and obey the 

rules of the host organization.  

Scholarships are submitted to the BHA Step Up Program Coordinator at 

the BHA Main Office at 1007 N Summit Street Bloomington, IN 47404 during 

business hours or drop in the night drop-box. Questions? Call Tara at 812-

339-3491 x 115. 

HUD Passes Regulation to Ban 
Smoking in Public Housing 

 
The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development is moving 
forward with regulations to ban 
smoking in public housing.  
The rule will require each public 
housing agency (PHA) 
administering public housing to 

implement a smoke-free policy.   
Specifically, this rule proposes that no later than 18 

months from the effective date of the final rule, each PHA 
must implement a policy prohibiting lit tobacco products 
in all living units, indoor common areas in public housing, 
and in PHA administrative office buildings  

The smoke-free policy must also extend to all outdoor 
areas up to 25 feet from the housing and administrative 
office buildings.  

The smoking ban would apply to all lit cigarettes, 
pipes, and cigars in indoor areas including but not limited 
to living units, indoor common areas, electrical closets, 
storage units, and PHA administrative office buildings and 
in all outdoor areas within 25 feet of the housing and 
administrative office buildings. 

The Bloomington Housing Authority will be posting its 
proposed no smoking policy for public comment in March 
2017.   

LOW-COST WELLNESS CLINIC FOR DOGS & CATS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




