
Dates to Remember: 

 January 1st-BHA Closed (New Year’s Day) 

 January 15th Bingo 6pm 

 January 18th Free Day of Vision 

 January 18th-BHA Closed (MLK Day) 

 January 20th RC Community Meeting 4pm 

 January 29th Free Tax Prep 1-4pm  

 February 12th Free Tax Prep 1-4pm  

 February 15th-BHA Closed (President’s Day) 

 February 19th Bingo 6pm 

 February 17th RC Community Meeting 4pm 

 March 13th-Daylights Savings Time ahead 1 hour 

 March 18th Bingo 6pm 

 March 16th RC Community Meeting 4pm 
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File your taxes for FREE and receive 100% of your refund quickly and easily – usually in 

just 10 days or less. 

The Free Community Tax Service helps low and moderate-income residents file their      
federal and Indiana tax returns for FREE and claim the EITC, if eligible.  
  
United Way and the  Financial Stability Alliance are proud to work with several local      
community organizations to help local residents retain more of their earnings. In 2015, the 
Free Community Tax Service sites and nearly 200 volunteers filed 3,533 federal and state 
returns for free, which saved Monroe and Owen county residents as much as $920,000 in 
tax preparation fees and brought back millions of dollars to our community. The Free        

Community Tax Service continues to expand each year to better serve area residents. 

The Bloomington Housing Authority will host the Free Community Tax Service on January 
29th and February 12th with appointments being scheduled from 1-4pm. Please call as 

soon as possible to arrange an appointment as spaces are limited and fill up quickly. 

Free Day of Vision  

Jan 18th MLK Jr. Day  

Individuals with NO insurance will have             

first preference,  

all others will be placed on a list  

Appointments are Required, to register 

call: 

The Salvation Army office 812-336-4310  



The Bloomington Housing Authority Resident  Council has a current opening for the position of Vice     

President.  What does it take to join the council? You must be a resident on a lease in a Public Housing  

unit in Crestmont, Reverend Butler or Walnut Woods and be at least 18 years old. Nomination forms can 

be picked up at the BHA Lobby and turned in at the front desk.  BHARC members receive $25 a month sti-

pend if they complete their required duties for the month. Nomination forms must be turned in by Janu-

ary 29th at 4pm. The BHARC Officers will vote for Vice President  at their Officer’s meeting on   February 

10, 2015. Think you have what it take to be a BHARC Officer?  Officers are expected to have a strong      

desire to better the community in which they live and a willingness to volunteer 8-10 hours a month or 

more (2 meeting a month and 4 food pantries a month). Nominees should have a willingness to help plan, 

organize, and work events for Public Housing residents. Nominees must have the ability to be a team   

player and work well with a group of their peers  towards the common goal of enhancing the lives of the 

residents living in Public Housing. Anyone intending to self-nominate for the position of Vice President, 

should plan to attend the BHARC Community Meeting on January 20th at 4pm in the Crestmont           

Community Building  to get an idea of what a BHARC meeting consists of.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bread Baking—with 
Alex Chambers 

Wednesday, January 13, 
1-4 pm 

Location: MHC Kitchen 

Learn the basics of baking 
your own bread from 
scratch. Home-baked 
bread is the most delicious, 
healthy, and by far the 
least expensive bread you 
can eat.  In this class you'll 
learn just how easy and 
fun home baking can 
be! To register sign up in 
the pantry or contact kay-
te@mhcfoodpantry.org, 

812-355-6843.  

Beans and Whole Grains  

Wednesday, February 
17, 1-3pm 

Location: MHC Kitchen 

Are your cupboards 
stocked with dried beans 
and brown rice, but you 
find yourself baffled when 
it comes to cooking them? 
Join us for tasty, simple 
ideas for transforming 
these affordable staples 
into nutritious meals the 
whole family will enjoy. 
Together, beans and grains 
become a perfect protein, 
making this duo an obvi-
ous choice for meat re-
placement when the freez-
er is empty. We’ll sample 
some satisfying recipes and 
cover the basics on how to 
work these nutritional 
powerhouses into your day
-to-day cooking.  Must   
pre-register. 

Kids Cook 

Every Tuesday and 
Thursday, 4:15-5pm 

This weekly drop-in 
session features hands-
on cooking projects for 
kids of all ages, simple 
ideas and tips for 
healthy food choices, 
plus tasty samples. We 
explore kitchen science 
together, and take trips 
to the vegetable patch 
for garden-to-table 
cooking and memorable 
lessons on where our 
food comes from. Kids 
can work in the kitchen 
while caregivers shop, 
or the whole family can 
join in! 

Kayte’s Kitchen 

Every Wednesday, 3-4:30 

Nutrition Educator Kayte 
Young whips up simple, 
delicious dishes featuring 
seasonal produce and items 
available in the food pantry. 
In Kayte’s kitchen you’ll 
find tasty samples, easy to 
follow recipes and helpful 
tips. 

Fermentation Friday 

Every Friday, 12-2 pm 

Domestic Diva, Barbara 
Lehr hosts drop-in demon-
strations (no registration 
required) on how to make 
your own delicious, probi-
otic, fermented foods such 
as homemade yogurt, kim 
chi, sauerkraut, sourdough 
and refreshing beverages 
such as kefir "soda" and 
kombucha.  

mailto:kayte@mhcfoodpantry.org
mailto:kayte@mhcfoodpantry.org


If you see a fallen power line or safety hazard involving our equipment, call 

Duke Energy at 1-800-343-3525 and select Option 2 or contact your local     

emergency services immediately.  Keep others away until help arrives. For your 

safety, do not touch a power line or anything touching a power line such as limbs, 

tools, and toys. Power lines that have fallen are dangerous and should not be moved. 

 

The Monroe County Environmental Quality & Sustainability Commission will host a public forum on the 
EPA's Clean Power Plan on February 15.  EPA's Janet McCabe is our featured speaker, followed by a   
panel discussion by local experts.  City Council Chambers, February 15, 6-8pm.  All are welcome to come 
learn more about the plan and how it will impact Indiana. 

Come see local folks try to give presentations they've never seen before!  Local First Bloomington will 
host its annual PowerPoint Roulette event on February 17, 6pm at the Bishop bar on Walnut and 4th.   







 

Make your list and check it twice! 

What is your neighborhood wish list? 

 

Plan to attend the Bloomington Housing Authority’s Resident Advisory Board 

PHA Plan meeting to discuss the plans for the upcoming year.  

Give us your list of comments on what Capital Improvements you would like to 

see in the plan at the Capital Fund Plan at the annual public meeting. 

This meeting will be at the Bloomington Housing Authority,  

1007 N. Summit Street at 2:00 pm on January 28, 2016 





 



BLOOMINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY 

PUBLIC AWARENESS COMMUNICATIONS  

“Identify the Smell of Natural Gas” 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

BHA 24 HOUR NATURAL GAS EMERGENCY HOTLINE (812) 272-5511 
(Crestmont and Reverend Butler tenants only. Walnut Woods tenants call 911 or Vectren at 800-777-2060)  

FIRE DEPARTMENT       911 

RECOGNIZING A GAS LEAK   
Natural gas is lighter than air and will rise.  Leaking natural gas is potentially dangerous.  Although it is 
non-toxic it can displace the oxygen you breathe causing suffocation.  
 
You can recognize a leak: 

 By Smell – Natural gas is odorless in its natural state. A natural gas leak is detected by a strong odor 
of a chemical used called Mercaptan, which is added to natural gas. 

By Sight – A vapor cloud over a pipeline, or by discolored or 

dead vegetation surrounding the gas line.  These may indicate a gas leak. 
By Sound – An unusual noise coming from the natural gas line similar to a hissing or roaring sound.  

This may also indicate a gas leak. 

 
WHAT YOU SHOULD DO IF YOU SMELL, SEE OR HEAR GAS:  

 –Take the following precautions promptly: 

 Leave the leak area immediately and go to an area you no longer smell gas. 

 If the leak is at your home, leave the door open as you leave. 
Crestmont and Reverend Butler call the BHA Emergency Gas phone at 812-272-5511: 

Give your name, address of the leak  and call back number (not the telephone number of the 
leak location). 

If you are disconnected BHA staff will come to the address given or meet you at the Administra-
tive Office located at 1007 N. Summit St. They will not call you back because it could cause 
a spark. You can call back once you reach a safe area.  

If you live at Walnut Woods or do not live in public housing call your local Gas Company or 911. Vec-

tren Gas Company phone number is 800-777-2060. 

If you are disabled and unable to get out of the building BHA staff will hang up and call 911 immedi-

ately after getting your location.  

WHAT NOT TO DO IF YOU SMELL, SEE OR HEAR GAS:  

 DO NOT light a match 

 DO NOT turn light switches ON or OFF. 

 DO NOT turn on a flashlight or anything that may cause a spark. 
 DO NOT use the telephone, cell phone, television or radio. 

 DO NOT turn on the gas range or any other gas appliance. 



NATURAL GAS SAFETY 

Carbon Monoxide Awareness: 

Carbon Monoxide can be a by-product of an inefficient or improperly working gas fired appliance.  Carbon Monoxide Is a col-

orless, odorless, poisonous gas that kills more than 200 people in the U.S. every year.  Make sure equipment is in good work-

ing order and properly vented. Check flues and  

chimneys to be sure they are clean of debris. DO NOT STORE ANYTHING IN YOUR MECHANICAL AREA OR WITHIN 2 FEET OF 

YOUR FURNACE AND/OR WATER HEATER IF THEY ARE IN YOUR PANTRY.  

Common symptoms include:  Dizziness, Shortness of breath, Headaches, Confusion, Nausea, Fainting. 

Natural gas is dependable and safe when used properly.  If you suspect a Carbon Monoxide problem please notify the mainte-

nance as soon as possible at 812-339-3491 ext. 121. 

              

THE GAS PIPELINE NETWORK   

There are over 300,000 miles of natural gas pipelines in the United States. 

Pipelines are the safest, most reliable method of transportation.  Natural gas provides about 24 percent of all energy used in 

the United States.   

Pipelines are made of steel or a PE plastic pipe buried underground.  They are tested and maintained through the use of diag-

nostic tools and cathodic protection systems. On site personnel will work with local police and fire departments in the event of 

an emergency. 

 

Our hope through this communication is to provide you with information to assist you in recognizing a leak, as well as how to 

respond to natural gas odors, and how to react to potential hazards associated with natural gas.   

 

Further Information: 

If you have general questions or would like additional information please call Rhonda Moore at 812-339-3491 ext. 135, or visit 

www.safegas.org    

              

 

STATE LAW IS TO CALL INDIANA UNDERGROUND PLANT PROTECTION SYSTEM (IUPPS) AT 811 

NO LESS THAN TWO WORKING DAYS BEFORE YOU PLAN TO DIG!!!  
The member utility companies will send a representative to mark their underground facility at your location.  The call and ser-

vice is free, so make the call  811.  Remember It Is The Law !!! 

Gas leakage may occur from faulty appliances, loose connections, service lines inside or outside your 
home, or from gas mains. Leaks can be dangerous and should be dealt with promptly by experts. 
 

However slim the chances of danger, it doesn’t pay to take needless risks. At the first sign of gas, play it 

safe. Call us at 812-272-5511!!! 
 






